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Sauer Bakery (Master List No. 104), 848 Monterey Street: 

The former Sauer Bakery comprises the rear part of the two-story structure at 848 Monterey Street.  
Built around 1875, the historic bakery was owned and started by George F. Sauer, an early pioneer of 
San Luis Obispo.  Sauer was co-owner (with Pollard and Childs) of the Chorro (wheat) Mill, started in 
1868.  George Sauer was a member of the Vigilance Committee of 1858, and County treasurer in the 
1880s.  Sauer built several grocery-bakery stores in the region, with this one on Monterey Street being 
the last remaining store.  In 1912-13, the building was moved back away from Monterey Street in order 
to widen the street. A building permit dated 4/19/21 shows a request for a 28’x40’ second story to be 
added to the bakery for $2,500 by W. J. Smith, a local contractor.  The owner at that time was Clara 
Sauer, descendent of the family.  Extensive exterior alterations done in the 1960s have covered over 
most of the original character of the bakery.1 

The old bakery property is within City Block 327, bounded by Monterey, Chorro, Palm and Morro 
streets, which, in 2017 was redeveloped with mixed-use retail, office, restaurant and residential land 
uses.  The old Sauer Bakery building has been retained and incorporated into the redevelopment, 
through seismic retrofit and strengthening of unreinforced brick in the rear building, retention of the 
historic bakery ovens, recreation of the original horizontal siding on Monterey Street façade, retention 
of the existing window along the northeast façade of the building, reconstruction of the original 
bracketed cornice of the building, and strengthening and leveling of all bakery building floors.2 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 Source:  Notes from City of San Luis Obispo Community Development Department Historic file on 848 Monterey 
Street. 
2  City of San Luis Obispo, Community Development Department and AMEC, Chinatown Project Final EIR Addendum 
(September 2009): p. 2-9.  






	Fire Dept Bk A.Sauer Store
	Text Hist Signif re Sauer Bakery from HRI
	Sauer Bakery HRI and Descrptext



