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Old Muzio's Grocery building, ca. 1995



Resource No. 106, Muzio’s Grocery -  868 Monterey Street 

Italian immigrant David Muzio opened his grocery store in 1888 near the corner of Morro and Monterey 
streets to provide necessities and delicacies for San Luis Obispo family tables.  Customers came from as 
far away as San Simeon, most notably, William Randolph Hearst.  Mr. Hearst would send one or two 
servants down to San Luis Obispo to purchase imported wines and foods from Mr. Muzio’s fine 
selection.   

Late in 1912, David Muzio and Fernando Chiesa constructed the building at 870 Monterey Street, the 
store on one side and Mr. Chiesa’s restaurant on the other.  During the next few years Muzio became 
the building’s sole owner.  Mr. Muzio died in 1941 and ownership of Muzio’s grocery store passed to 
two of his children, Clementina and Albert (Bud).  Bud Muzio had graduated from Cal Poly in engineering 
and went right into the family grocery business with his father.  Clementina and Bud operated the 
grocery until Clementina’s death in 1970.  Ownership of the store was then assumed by Bud and his wife 
Anna; Anna later sold the store to Earl Bjorklund in 1973.1   

As assessed during the City’s Historic Resources Inventory in 1983, the building by that time had 
undergone some modernization revisions (the entrance had been changed from recessed to flush, and 
some windows had aluminum frames added); the original architectural integrity of the structure was 
determined in the inventory to be partially intact.2  The old Muzio’s building is now incorporated into 
the 2017 mixed-use redevelopment project for City Block 327, bounded by Monterey, Chorro, Palm and 
Morro streets, retaining architectural elements of the original design.3 

                                                            
1 Source:  research notes from City of San Luis Obispo Community Development Department historic property file, 
868 Monterey Street. 
2 Historic Resources Inventory on 868-870 Monterey Street, Muzio’s Grocery, June 15, 1983.   
3 3  City of San Luis Obispo, Community Development Department and AMEC, Chinatown Project Final EIR 
Addendum (September 2009): p. 2-10. 
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